


"Bart Peeters, Laura Tesoro, Jasper Steverlinck, and Metejoor are the mentors searching for 
new musical talent, someone they connect with and want to collaborate with. © VTM"

In ‘Lift You Up’ an exceptionally large lift 
literally elevates new singing talent: “No 
one is allowed on stage without a reason.”

The spinning chairs were the centerpiece of The Voice van Vlaanderen. 
In the new talent show Lift You Up, the spotlight starting this Friday is 
on… a lift. This technical marvel is a feat of engineering, but its 
exceptional size also demands unprecedented safety measures. At the 
entrance of the TV studio, a sign even warns of life-threatening danger.

This is a translation of an article by Hans Luyten for HLN, published on 
January 24, 2025, at 1:00 PM. See the original article in Dutch here.

https://www.hln.be/tv/in-lift-you-up-tilt-uitzonderlijk-grote-lift-nieuw-zangtalent-letterlijk-naar-boven-niemand-mag-zonder-reden-op-het-podium-komen~a203eb06/


Neither hosts Koen Wauters and Eva De Roo, nor mentors Bart Peeters, 
Metejoor, Laura Tesoro, and Jasper Steverlinck, nor the contestants will 
take center stage tonight. That honor belongs to the lift platform designed by 
the Flemish company WICREATIONS. The absolute showstopper of Lift You 
Up is set up at the bottom of a swimming pool in the AED studio in Lint. 
Normally, this pool is used for filming underwater scenes for TV series or 
movies, such as Kursk with Matthias Schoenaerts and Colin Firth. Once every 
five years, the pool is emptied for maintenance, which provided the ideal 
opportunity for the creators of Lift You Up to transform the pool into their stage 
and build the set around the massive lift structure.

“The lift is a great symbol of what this program is about: elevating a budding 
singing career,” says Geert Stockmans from WICREATIONS. “It also gives 
viewers a concert-like experience. Nowadays, almost all major artists use 
stage lifts that allow them to rise from the ground or hover above the stage 
during their performances. These lifts are a real hype, as we can see from the 
many orders we receive worldwide. We’ve provided platforms for the 
Eurovision Song Contest, as well as for global stars like Rammstein, Take 
That, and Helene Fischer. Stage lifts are popular because they always add 
value and instantly create magic. That will certainly also be the case with Lift 
You Up.”

Safety first. As soon as you enter the TV studio, you're warned of the danger of falling © ID/
Sebastiaan Franco



The price of a stage lift is typically more than €100,000, but artists usually only 
rent them for the duration of their tours. The lift platform for Lift You Up is 
exceptionally large, and its cost is estimated to be a multiple of that.
“We can’t charge for all the design costs because this lift would otherwise 
become unaffordable,” explains Stockmans. “We see this project as an 
investment and a business card that showcases what our company is capable 
of. The lift measures 5 by 5 meters, can rise 8 meters above the ground, and 
can lift up to 10 tons. Such a high load capacity isn’t necessary for this show, 
but to meet European safety standards, we had to build the lift accordingly.”

Crew member Bart Defau is one of the safety coordinators on the set of Lift You Up, ready 
to halt recordings with an emergency brake in case of an incident. © ID/Sebastiaan Franco

Besides its safety certification, the unique lift requires additional safety 
measures. “When the platform is lowered, a 4-meter-deep hole opens up in 
the middle of the stage. To maintain a clear view for the audience, there are no 
barriers around the hole. This pit can be dangerous and could lead to falls. 
That’s why there are warning signs at the studio entrance, and before every 
rehearsal or recording, there’s a safety briefing for the audience, crew, and 
contestants. No one is allowed on stage without a reason or beyond the 
marked white lines. Two safety coordinators are always on hand and can use 
a button to trigger an emergency stop. It all looks very spectacular, but we 
want to ensure no accidents happen.”



"Behind the scenes of 'Lift You Up,' it turns out the lift is a technical masterpiece. © ID/
Sebastiaan Franco

The lift not only had to be exceptionally large but also meet another 
requirement. 'Most stage lifts that artists use during their concerts are at most 
2.40 meters wide,' says Stockmans. 'This limitation is imposed because such 
lifts need to be transportable in trucks during tours and also need to be 
assembled quickly. However, our platform is more than twice as large because 
it needs to amaze the viewer. VTM wants to sell 'Lift You Up' to foreign 
broadcasters, so our lift must also be able to travel— even by plane. That’s 
possible because our lift was designed as a modular kit, consisting of separate 
parts that can be easily transported. Our construction is so optimized that we 
can set it up or take it down in just one day.'"


